
MISSION

Young Playwrights’ Theater teaches students to express themselves clearly and cre-
atively through the art of playwriting. 

Through interactive in-school and after-school programs, YPT activates student learn-
ing and inspires students to understand the power of language and realize their 
potential as both individuals and artists. By publicly presenting and discussing student-
written work, YPT promotes community dialogue and respect for young artists.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES & BELIEFS

Each student has a story worth telling.  •	

The arts are critical to excellence in education. •	
 

The process is more important than the product.  •	

We strive for high standards from all who participate in our programs.  •	

We meet students where they are.  •	

We value collaborations and partnerships to leverage resources to accomplish our •	
purpose.

YPT is the only professional theater in Washington, DC dedicated entirely to  
arts education.
 
Deeply engaged with local schools, YPT:

•	 Fully	integrates	into	existing	curricula,	using	its	innovative	approach	to	learning	to	
help classroom teachers teach the required standards.  

•	 Helps	students	learn	the	importance	of	writing,	revision	and	grammar	as	a	way	to	
communicate what is important to them and engage the world around them. 

•	 Shares	its	students’	original	works	through	professional	productions	and	tours	that	
include	the	area’s	finest	actors,	directors	and	designers.	

HISTORY

Since	1995	YPT	has	served	more	than	70,000	students	and	community	members	with	
its award-winning programs and performances. Recent commissions have come from 
the	White	House	Historical	Association,	the	Kennedy	Center	for	the	Performing	Arts,	
the	Smithsonian	Institution	and	the	U.S.	Holocaust	Memorial	Museum.		



PROGRAMS

The In-School Playwriting Program integrates the art of playwriting into the 
classroom in order to enhance student literacy, creative expression and communica-
tion. During a carefully crafted series of standards-based, in-class workshops, students 
explore the mechanics of language, drama and self-expression with professional art-
ists, culminating in the creation of their own original play.  

The After-School Playwriting Program develops students’ creative expression and 
collaboration by exploring theater as an ensemble.  Programs are offered in partner-
ship with schools and community centers. Participants work together as a theater com-
pany	to	create	a	play	that	is	specific	to	the	students’	cultural	history	and	community.		

The Young Playwrights’ Workshop provides an artistic home for students while 
helping them to realize their potential as individuals and artists. Through a variety of 
workshops	at	YPT	and	field	trips	throughout	the	area,	students	explore	acting	and	
playwriting and learn how they can participate in theater as  audience members and 
artists.

PERFORMANCES

New Writers Now! is a creative forum for students, artists and community members. 
This series of staged readings features professional actors performing plays fresh from 
the classroom, followed by a community discussion about the plays with the play-
wrights. Young writers discover the value of sharing their work and recognize that the 
community is invested in the stories they tell. 

The New Play Festival is an annual celebration of bold new work. Each year Young 
Playwrights’ Theater honors plays from a diverse group of YPT students in a produc-
tion that celebrates the playwright’s craft. Professional actors, dramaturges and direc-
tors collaborate with student writers to create an evening of dynamic theater. YPT is 
proud to share the daring, gritty and bright voices of our young playwrights.

The  Express Tour		is	a	traveling	production	of	vibrant	plays.	Student	plays	are	
brought to life by professional actors in an energetic, fully staged performance. The 
tour inspires creativity and introduces diverse audiences to the voice of a new genera-
tion. Our company travels to a wide variety of community venues including schools, 
theaters and hospitals.

2437	15th	St.	NW,	Washington,	DC	20009	•	202-387-9173	•	www.yptdc.org	•	info@yptdc.org

the voice of a new generation


