


This Notebook Belongs to: 
 
                                                                         
 
Age:                                                                                           

Address:                                                                                 
                                                                                               

Phone:                                                                        
E-Mail:                                                                          
Web:                                                                           

       Young Playwrights’ Theater                       
 
              15                                    

    2437 15th Street, NW                                                    
         Washington, DC 20009                                  

         202-387-9173                                                    
       info@yptdc.org                                                    
       www.yptdc.org                                                   

2

When I write I 

free myself from 

anything that’s 

happening to me. 

– Josie
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Mission:

Young Playwrights’ Theater teaches 
students to express themselves 
clearly and creatively through the art 
of playwriting. 

Through interactive in-school and 
after-school programs, YPT  
activates student learning and 
inspires students to understand the 
power of language and realize their 
potential as both individuals and 
artists. By publicly presenting and 
discussing student-written work, YPT 
promotes community dialogue and 
respect for young artists.
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Friends, 

We’re so glad you’re a member of our community and we’re thrilled 
to share with you our 2009-2010 annual report. It’s been another 
extraordinary year.  We hope the following pages will inspire you 
to connect with us in the coming year, as a donor, a volunteer, an 
audience member or just a fan.  Rest assured that your support 
continues to go directly to our students, as $.83 of every dollar given 
to YPT goes directly into the classroom.

At Young Playwrights’ Theater we give students the tools they need 
to engage the world.  And in turn they share their dreams, their fears, 
their hopes and their visions for the future.  Every student writes a 
play.  Every student hears their play performed by professional actors 
in the classroom.  Truancy rates drop when we’re in the classroom.  
Homework completion soars with our assignments.  We see with 
our assessments that students’ critical and creative thinking improve 
dramatically during the program.  And teachers, students and parents 
tell us how much the program has meant to them.  Because for many 
of our students, it’s their first time to really engage in class.  It’s their first 
time to tell their stories.  And it’s their first time to realize their own true 
potential – a revelation of who they are, and who they could be.    

On behalf of all of us at YPT, thank you.  We could not do what we do 
without you.  I hope to see you soon. 

Producing Artistic Director & CEO
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I love YPT so much. I 

think they shou
ld make 

it a national program. 

– Nathan

It was fun to come up with my own idea and not have any rules 
about what I was supposed to write.

Lindsay

For more quotes and stories from Promising Playwrights, visit yptdc.org. 
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Guiding Principles & Beliefs

• Each student has a story worth telling.  

• The arts are critical to excellence in education.  

• The process is more important than the product.  

• We strive for high standards from all who participate in our 
programs.  

• We meet students where they are.  

• We value collaborations and partnerships to leverage resources to 
accomplish our purpose. 

Watching the actors read 

your work, hearing it out 

loud, sharing it with others; 

it’s a really good experience. 
– Lillie
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Our Audience and Achievements

YPT works with a diverse population of students throughout the District 
of Columbia, Virginia and Maryland.

• 40% of YPT students are Latino, 40% are African American, 5% 
are Asian American, 5% are Caucasian, and 10% are from other, 
also primarily minority and immigrant, backgrounds.

• Approximately 35% of YPT’s students speak English as their 
Second Language.

• 64% of students live at or near the national poverty level.
• 68% of students live in single-parent homes, and 52% live in 

homes without a parent who works full-time.
• 98% of YPT’s students qualify for the Free Lunch Program and 

90% of students attend schools that receive Title I Federal  
Assistance.  

In the past fifteen years, YPT has:

• received the Mayor’s Arts Award for Outstanding Contribution to 
Arts Education; 

• received the Meyer Foundation’s Exponent Award for Innovative 
and Visionary Leadership; 

• reached over 6,000 students with free, in-depth playwriting and 
literacy workshops led by professional Washington playwrights;

• professionally produced over 200 plays written by DC public 
elementary, middle and high school students;

• performed for more than 75,000 people at nursing homes, 
theaters, schools, community centers and juvenile detention 
centers in Washington, DC, Maryland and Virginia; 

• given over 60,000 people their first theatrical experience;
• employed over 400 Washington artists through the  

program’s readings, performances 
and workshops;

• received national recognition 
through awards, educational 
grants and press for our  
dynamic and effective  
programming.

We look forward to many more years of  
bringing the best in arts  
education to students throughout the  
DC region, and beyond.

I know now that playwriting 

is an excellent way to express 

yourself, and maybe some of 

the situations you are going 

through. – Brandon
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In-School Playwriting Program 

(850 students served)

The In-School Playwriting Program integrates the art of playwriting into 
the classroom in order to enhance student literacy, creative expression 
and communication.

In FY10, YPT expanded the In-School Playwriting Program to serve 850 
elementary, middle and high school students throughout Washington, DC 
and Virginia.

During twelve in-class workshops with professional artists, students par-
ticipating in the In-School Playwriting Program explored the mechanics 
of language, drama and self-expression, culminating with each student 
writing their own short play at the middle school and high school levels, 
and each classroom of students collaborating to create a group play at 
the elementary school level. 100% of students in the In-School Playwrit-
ing Program at all participating schools completed dramatic 
writing assignments, including short plays, monologues and scenes, and 
all participating students were awarded Certificates of Achievement for 
their successful completion of the program. 

In FY10, the New Play Festival was held at GALA Hispanic Theatre and 
featured the work of eight young playwrights out of over 500 plays  
eligible for production. For the first time, YPT also produced satellite  
festivals at each participating elementary school featuring the group 
plays created in all classrooms that completed the In-School 
Playwriting Program.
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After-School Playwriting Program and  
Young Playwrights’ Workshop
 
(100 students served)

The After-School Playwriting Program develops students’ creative 
expression and collaboration by exploring theater as an ensemble.

YPT’s 2009-2010 After-School Playwriting Program provided 
innovative out-of-school-time programming at Ferebee-Hope  
Elementary School through weekly 90-minute workshops. By  
incorporating theater games, physical activities, and creative  
exploration based on students’ personal viewpoints, YPT provided 
students with an interactive, holistic approach to learning, while giving 
many students their only arts programming. 

Throughout the year, YPT also provided our on-site Young Playwrights’ 
Workshop in Columbia Heights, establishing a home for students to 
explore their creativity and enhance their literacy during after-school 
hours. Every Tuesday and Wednesday, Workshop participants met 
in YPT’s on-site studio space for 90-minute workshops, exploring 
playmaking and theater arts as an ensemble on Tuesdays, and writing 
and revising their own original plays on Wednesdays. Through a variety 
of workshops and field trips, the Workshop provided students with the 
opportunity to participate in professional theater throughout Washington, 
DC, as audience members and artists, and allowed YPT to significantly 
deepen the interaction we have with our students.

Acting is great because it 

helps me discover thin
gs I 

didn’t know about myself. 

It feels good to let that
 in-

ner voice of 
me come out. 

– Karen 
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Summer Playwriting Program 

(30 students served)

The Summer Playwriting Program provides students with the tools 
necessary to create and perform their own plays, including lessons in  
playwriting, acting and design.

Throughout July 2009, YPT provided our Summer Playwriting Program 
for the Horizons Program at the Maret School. The program engaged 30 
students with theater arts programming as they prepared to make the 
transition from elementary school to middle school, and culminated with 
a public sharing of student-generated work. 



13



14

Express Tour 

(2,500 students and community members served)

The Express Tour shares the work of our young playwrights throughout 
the community in order to inspire new artists and audiences. 

During a two-week performance series, YPT’s Express Tour 
company remounted some of the biggest student-written hits of the  
previous season, sharing free performances at over 20 nursing homes 
and schools throughout DC and Maryland.  The FY10 Tour represented 
an innovative partnership between YPT and the Maryland Office of Health 
Care Quality, dedicated to sharing the work of YPT’s young playwrights 
with the residents of Maryland’s nursing homes free of charge.  
Nursing home residents had the opportunity to experience vibrant new 
plays written by young people throughout the region and then participate 
in an interactive conversation about the plays with the visiting artists, 
their fellow residents, and nursing home staff.  
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Evaluation results from YPT’s 2009 Express Tour demonstrate that YPT 
programming had a significant positive impact on the well-being of the 
nursing home residents we visited, increasing residents’ happiness,  
engagement and sense of creative empowerment.

Approximately 85% of Express Tour audience members included 
underserved students and their families.
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New Writers Now!

(600 students and community members served) 

New Writers Now! promotes community dialogue and respect for 
young artists. 

This annual series of staged readings features professional actors 
performing plays fresh from the classroom, followed by a community 
discussion about the plays with the playwrights. YPT presented four 
New Writers Now! performances in FY10, each centered around a topic 
of interest to students and the community. YPT recruited community 
partners to help host many of these performances, including the 
Citywide Coordinating Council for Youth Violence Prevention (CCCYVP), 
Helping Inner City Kids Succeed (HICKS), Coalition of Organizations and 
Individuals Nurturing Neighborhoods Successfully, Inc. (COINNS), Adams 
Morgan Youth Leadership Academy (AMYLA), The Hispanic College Fund, 
Americans for the Arts, The Latin American Youth Center Arts & Media 
House and the DC Commission 
on the Arts and Humanities. 
Over 60 student playwrights’ 
works were featured 
throughout the year, with over 
600 community members in 
attendance. 
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DYING FOR 
RESPECT

FREE
6:15 PM  Reception • 7:00 PM Performance

Monday • September 28, 2009

GALA Hispanic Theatre

3333 14th Street NW,  Washington DC

For more info call 202.397.9173 

or visit yptdc.org

Join us for an unforgettable evening of student writing about street 

violence.  Young Playwrights’ Theater has teamed with youth throughout 

the city to tell the stories of people who are drawn into neighborhood 

and gang violence, those who fi ght to resist it, and those whose lives are 

irrevocably changed by the violence in their communities.  

Featuring Writing by 

students from:

• AMYLA

• C.O.I.N.N.S 

• HICKS

and more!

How can writing reveal patterns and possible solutions 

to youth violence?

NEW WRITERS 

NOWNOW
STUDENT PLAYS • PROFESSIONAL ACTORS 

COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

PLAYING WITH FIRE
FREE

6:15 PM  Reception • 7:00 PM Performance

Monday • December 7, 2009
GALA Hispanic Theatre
3333 14th Street NW,  Washington DC

For more info call 202.397.9173 

or visit yptdc.org

Young playwrights explore the power and potential of the artist.  How 

can the arts help us to see with new eyes?  What responsibility does the 

artist have to his or her community?  Join us for an evening of original 

plays by student playwrights. 

How does the artist challenge and shape society?

Art & Media House

NEW WRITERS 
NOWNOW
STUDENT PLAYS • PROFESSIONAL ACTORS COMMUNITY DISCUSSION
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Measuring our Mission

In FY10, YPT further refined its diagnostic tools and assessment 
workshops to accurately measure student growth under the guidance 
of outside evaluator, Dr. Barry Oreck. The results from this process are 
represented below:

Arts Standard Addressed: HSA.1.1 Write a complete theatrical piece 
(e.g., one-act, 10-minute play, one person show) that embodies dramatic 
structure and includes complex characters with unique dialogue that 
motivates the action and explicates the conflict.

ELA Standard Addressed: 12.LT.12.  Demonstrate understanding of various 
dramatic conventions by writing and designing an original play. 

Upon completion of the program, 85% of our students were at Advanced 
or Proficient levels in their ability to convey unique points of view and 
innovative thinking in their writing.

Creativity: Pre-Assessment

14%

60%

25%

1%

Advanced

 Proficient

 Developing

 Needs More Learning

Creativity: Post-Assessment

30%

55%

13%
2%

Advanced

 Proficient

 Developing

 Needs More Learning

Creativity: Pre-Assessment

Creativity: Post-Assessment
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Arts Standards Addressed: HSP.1.6 Explore interpersonal relationships 
among characters through exercises and scenes.

HSP.3.5 Identify how a playwright utilizes character, dialogue, environment, 
and time as well as elements of spectacle, sound, and music to develop a 
script.

ELA Standards Addressed: 11.LT-D.9.  Identify and analyze how dramatic 
conventions support or enhance a dramatic text.

By the time the program ended, students demonstrating Advanced or 
Proficient skill in creating compelling, active and fully formed characters 
was at 84%.

Students also demonstrated growth in writing compelling characters, 
word choice and grammar. For more details on YPT’s Assessment results 
please visit www.yptdc.org. 

Characters: Pre-Assessment

17%

45%

35%

3%

Advanced

 Proficient

 Developing

 Needs More Learning

Characters: Post-Assessment

32%

52%

13%
3%

Advanced

 Proficient

 Developing

 Needs More Learning

Characters: Pre-Assessment

Characters: Post-Assessment
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Staff

David Andrew Snider, Producing Artistic Director and CEO 

Karen Zacarías, Founding Artistic Director

Patrick Torres, Associate Director

Elizabeth Andrews, Community Engagement Manager

Brigitte Pribnow Moore, Development and Production Manager 

Nicole Jost, Program Assistant

Rachael Swann, Producing Assistant

Gabrielle Randle, Producing Assistant
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Board

Brian Kennedy, Chair
Cardinal Bank

Jennifer Wrenn, Vice Chair
Washington, DC

Francine Hope, Treasurer
PricewaterhouseCoopers

Michele Kulerman, Secretary
Hogan Lovells LLP

Karen Zacarías 
Young Playwrights’ Theater

David Snider 
Young Playwrights’ Theater

Bryan Greene
Washington, DC
  
Tony Kalm
KSD Partners 

Essence Newhoff
Folger Shakespeare Library  

Julie Paller
Washington, DC 

Jennifer Smith  
Investment Company Institute

Russell Stevenson 
Severna Park, MD

Julie Upham  
Conservation International

Advisory Council

Nilo Cruz 

Anna Deavere Smith 

Sarah Ruhl       

Paula Vogel 

Charles Randolph Wright
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FY10 Financials *

*projected numbers

FY10 Revenue of $585,608*FY10 Revenue of $585,608*

Foundations
44%

Corporate
6%

Individuals
10%

Earned Revenue
10%

Government
30%

FY10 Revenue of $585,608*

Foundations
44%

Corporate
6%

Individuals
10%

Earned Revenue
10%

Government
30%
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We continued our amazing growth in FY10, serving thousands of 
students and audience members thanks to your support.  With a 
diligent focus on individual donors, we increased our individual support 
by almost 400% during the fall campaign, providing us with a modest 
surplus that will be expensed as reserve funds next season.  This 
reserve will allow us to continue to serve students with the highest 
level of quality programming in FY11, as cuts in education and the arts 
continue to affect our community.   

FY10 Expenses of $560,533*FY10 Expenses of $560,533*
Management

15%

Programs
83%

Fundraising
2%
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IMAGINATION
Aleta Margolis
Andre Wells
Ann Gilbert 
Bernard Mower
Bill and Louis Newlin
Bill and Martha Longbrake
Bob and Dorothy Pohlman
Carol Falk and Alan Johnson
Cassandra Brame
Chris Stacey
Christina Gattuso
Christopher Murphy
Darcy and Suzanne Curran
David Alpert and Stefanie Schneider
David and Dara Morenoff
Deb Fiscella
Elizabeth Little
Fernando and Annette Zacarías
Guy Franklin
Heidi Kallet
Jill Alexander
Jim Rogers
John and Linda ReVeal
Jordan Meyer
Joseph and Merna Guttentag
Karen Zacarías
Karl Kindel and Carroll Benner Kindel
Kristinia Bouweiri
Liz Leger
Ludy Green
Margaret Walpole
Marlin and Brenda Snider
Michele Kulerman
Molly Schuchat
Nancy Polikoff
Nela Davis
Pam Roos
Pat Kantz
Patricia Lloyd
Patti Cochran
Paul Tetreault
Peggy Kuhn
Rebecca Klemm

Circle of Friends

INSPIRATION
Bryan Greene and
 Sara Lindstrom Greene
Cam and Susan Duncan 
Christine Zakarka
Jeffrey Bauman and Linda 

Fienberg
Julie Paller
Michael Adam Lainoff and Kathryn 

Kincaid 
Russell Stevenson
Tod Gimbel and Sophia Nieves

INSIGHT
Ashley Doherty
Brian Kennedy
Essence Newhoff
Francine Hope
Jennifer Smith
Jennifer Wrenn
Marney Cheek
Michael Fitzpatrick and Miriam 

Gonzales
Patricia Smith-Melton and William 

Melton
Rita Rodriguez
Rupa Bhattacharyya
Tammy Halevy 
Tom Joseph

CREATIVITY
Alan and Irene Wurtzel
Chris and Beverly With
David and Ann Boomsma
George Bognar
Julie Upham
Katie White
Kristen Landeryou
Margaret Poethig
Margo Vickers
Natalie Oh Smith
Phylece Levally-Scheirich
Sylvia Becker and Hugh Winkler
Tony Kalm
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Robert Paller
Robert Young
Sandy and Jim Fitzpatrick
Shawna Tunnell
Ted Groll
Zahi and Abby Faranesh
 

COURAGE
Albert Wat
Alexander Nerska
Allison Lince-Bentley
Angela Sugar
Audrey Diehl
Betsy Tyson
Bill and Barbara Arnold
Brian and Jocelyn Sweet
Caleen Jennings
Catherine O’Conner
Corey Smith
Daniel Flores
Duncan Chaplin
Elizabeth Shannon
Ernie Joselovitz
Esther Williams Strongman
Frank and Anadel Rich
George Bozzini
Griffin LeNoir
Gunnar Dahlberg
Harvey and Janet Johnson
Helyn Dallas
James and Andrea Hamos
James P. Gregory
Janet McCarthy
Jenice View
Jill Weiler
Karin Abromaitis
Kate Geyer
Kathleen Fugle
Ken Jost
Larry Strauss
Laura Worby
Leila and Benjamin Fitzpatrick
Leslie Yang
Lindsey Woolmington

Lisa Folliard
Malinda Ellerman
Mary Ann De Barbieri
Meg Caulk
Neil MacDonald
Patrick Kane 
Paul and Lynette Curthoys
Praveen Madhiraju and Monique 
 Moore
Rachael Brown and Bryan Hayes
Robert Young
Robin Carol Wertheim
Sam Brew
Sarah Burton
Sarah Wynn-Williams
Shari Berenbach
Sheryl Lambson
Shiela Kolb
Stacy Braverman
Steve Gouvia
The David and Deanna Sullivan 
 Fund
Timothy and Pamela Marin
Veronica Nolan
Warren and Joyce Smith

Give whatever you 
can to this really 

important organization. What a great 

way to expose these c
hildren to the 

arts and allow them to express them-

selves and their life sit
uations.  It will 

make a difference to them and others 

who are fortunate enough to 

experience their work. 

    – Katie White, YPT Donor
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Lead Funders

The Beech Street Foundation
Cardinal Bank
The Clark Winchcole Foundation
The Commonweal Foundation
The Coordinating Council on 

Youth Violence Prevention
The Dana Foundation
The DC Commission on the Arts 

and Humanities
The England Family Foundation
The Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer 

Foundation
The Fowler Memorial Fund
The Gene and Ruth Posner 

Foundation
The Global Fund for Children
The Harman Family Foundation
The Herb Block Foundation
ITT Corporation
The Kaplan Family Foundation
The Lainoff Family Foundation
The Leon Foundation
The MARPAT Foundation

The Maryland Office of Health Care 
Quality

The Mayor’s Office on Latino Affairs
The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz 

Foundation
The National Endowment for the Arts
The Neighborhood Investment Fund
The New Society Fund
The Patricia Smith Charitable Fund
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Target
The United Planning Organization
The Vanderbilt Family Foundation
The Webber Family Foundation

YPT added to my 

enjoyment of English 

class because it let 

me express myself 

more in my writing.  

  
- Lovail

Although this report has been carefully checked 
for accuracy, there is always the possibility of  
errors.  We apologize for any omissions or 
discrepancies.  Please call Brigitte Pribnow 
Moore at 202.387.9173 with any questions or 
comments. 
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Exponent Award

YPT Producing Artistic Director and CEO David Snider was honored to be 
awarded the Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer Foundation’s 2009 Exponent 
Award in recognition of his innovative leadership. David received the 
award, which comes with a grant of $100,000, at a ceremony in June, 
sharing the honor with four other leaders of local nonprofits. 

The Exponent Award celebrates the accomplishments of exceptional 
nonprofit leaders. In selecting its awardees, the Foundation considered 
each nominee’s track record as a manager and leader, including his or her 
success at increasing the quality and impact of the organization’s work. 

“David is the rare combination of a great artist and great leader,” says 
Karen Zacarías, founder of 
Young Playwrights’  
Theater. “He works  
tirelessly to ensure Young 
Playwrights’ Theater 
thrives at improving the 
lives of thousands of  
students. He is an inspired 
and inspiring advocate for 
the entire nonprofit  
community of Greater 
Washington. I am thrilled 
he will receive this 
award.”

The theme of the Exponent Award ceremony, “superheroes,” was seen 
throughout the evening, with recipients receiving Superman necklaces 
and audience members watching skits and musical numbers starring the 
“Non-Profit Avenger”. Speaking about Superman, Meyer Foundation  
President Julie Rogers told the Exponent recipients, “you’ve got to admit, 
the whole flying between buildings thing is pretty cool.  Especially at rush 
hour.  But I really do believe your powers rival his.”

For more information about the Exponent Award, visit: 
                             http://www.meyerfoundation.org/exponent09/ 



For more info 
please visit www.yptdc.org

“Y PT is fun. I consider the staff like my 
family, because I’ve been here for so long. 

I feel comfortable.” 
 -  Mercedes


