
 
YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS IN PROGRESS  
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
 
 

Thank you for your interest in Young Playwrights’ Theater’s Young Playwrights in Progress, a new 
play development program for young playwrights, and early-career playwrights in the DC area. Below is a 
list of frequently asked questions about the program that were answered in our live Facebook Q&A on 
June 18, 2020. Visit bit.ly/YPTProgress to view the complete list of application requirements and criteria 
and the link to the application. If you have a question that’s not covered here, please contact Keta 
Newborn at knewborn@yptdc.org. 
 
Which types of events and meeting commitments are part of the program? 
The program will consist of monthly meetings that last 90 minutes to discuss the goals of your script, plot 
development, character, structure and more topics of play development. YPT will also present 
playwrights’ works in progress at public and private workshop readings with professional actors and live 
discussions with audience members so that playwrights can receive feedback to further develop their 
play. The full, tentative schedule of events can be found at bit.ly/YPTProgress. 
 
Are there specific play topics you are looking for? 
No. We welcome originality and speaking from your own experience. Whatever you decide to write, make 
it compelling and written specifically for a theater stage production. 
 
Do you envision moments in the process in which the two playwrights collaborate 
artistically? 
While that’s not currently built into the structure of the program, the opportunity for both playwrights to 
collaborate if their plays have similar themes is possible. 
 
What are the benefits of applying for this opportunity? 
This is an opportunity to take your time to work on a script and get feedback in a way that relieves the 
pressure of production and the demands of a commissioning theater. The program is also a great 
opportunity to strengthen your skills as a playwright, expose a larger audience to your work and create a 
strong script that is closer to production in the future. 
 
When applying, how important is it to select the right category to apply under (Young 
Playwright vs. Early-Career Playwright)? 
For YPT, “youth” is any defined as any person age 24 or under. If you happen to be 25 or older, select 
Early-Career Playwright. If you are under the age of 25 and consider yourself to be a strong writer or 
early-career playwright, please select Early-Career Playwright. The distinction is made to make sure youth 
writers have access to and participate in this program. 
 
What does it mean to have your work “fully produced?” 
It means that a theatre commissioned your work for a full production process (professional actors 
performing without scripts, theatrical staging and design).  
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How would COVID-19 affect the structure of the program? 
Because we prioritize safety during the COVID-19 pandemic, we have structured the program such that 
meetings and workshops can be conducted virtually. The Kennedy Center Page-to-Stage New Play 
Festival, in which we planned to present two readings of playwrights’ plays, has been canceled by the 
venue. 
 
Are there restrictions for explicit language and content in play submissions? 
We recommend that you write with an adolescent audience in mind and that any explicit language and 
content is relevant to the story in your play.  
 
Who will playwrights be working with throughout the course of the program? 
As a YPIP Playwright, you would be working one-on-one with YPT Artistic Director Farah Lawal Harris and 
will engage, as needed, with professional actors and other theatre professionals supporting the 
development of your play.  
 
The program strongly encourages playwrights from systematically and historically oppressed 
communities to submit. Why is this especially important for YPT? 
YPT’s mission centers the needs of young people, Black and Brown youth, especially. We want Young 
Playwrights in Progress to be an opportunity for those who come from backgrounds in which they are 
not normally given access to these types of opportunities. While anyone from any cultural, racial/ethnic 
background can apply, we explicitly encourage the participation of Black, Indigenous, people of color, 
LGBTQIA+, disabled, etc. writers. 
 
What can YPIP playwrights expect to take with them once the program concludes? 
Depending on the circumstances, there is a possibility that YPT could produce your work or present more 
formal workshop performance readings of your work in the future. YPT also intends to support you well 
past your participation in the program and in your future playwriting career endeavors. 
 
If people have technical production difficulties using the application form, who should they 
contact? 
Please contact Keta Newborn at knewborn@yptdc.org if you have any issues accessing or completing the 
online application form. 
 
When submitting a play, does it have to be a full length?  
No, it does not have to be a full-length play. It can be a short play as long as the story is complete. 
 
If you have a question that was not answered here, please contact YPT Production Assistant Keta 
Newborn at knewborn@yptdc.org. The Young Playwrights in Progress Application is due Tuesday, June 
30, at 11:59pm, EST. You can find the full application and more information here: bit.ly/YPTProgress. 
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