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CONCERN FOR DC HOMELESS FORMS YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS’ THEATER AND 

FANNIE MAE PARTNERSHIP TO CREATE COMMUNITY PLAY ON HOMELESSNESS 
 

Production Will Tour Greater DC-Metro Region 
 

WASHINGTON, DC (October 4, 2010): Young Playwrights’ Theater (YPT) is working with Fannie Mae’s Help the 
Homeless Program to create a community play that will raise public awareness to support organizations working to 
prevent and end homelessness in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. 
 

Continuing throughout the summer and fall, YPT conducted a series of interactive workshops at ten different sites, 
including five schools and five community organizations.  The community organizations, Martha’s Table, District Alliance 
for Safe Housing DASH, Community of Hope, N St. Village, and Samaritan Inns, are all beneficiaries of Fannie Mae’s 
Help the Homeless Program.   
 
Community members and students will participate in an interactive play in which they are invited to step into character 
as members of a fictional neighborhood considering the construction of a transitional housing facility in their midst. 
After considering the issue from the perspective of their characters, participants will be encouraged to write about 
homelessness from their own point of view. 
 
“We anticipate that many of the people we work with may have had direct experience of homelessness,” says YPT’s 
Program Manager Nicole Jost.  “We want to integrate that first hand knowledge into the play.”  
 
The workshops have been designed using the Theater of the Oppressed techniques created by Augusto Boal, who 
sought to use interactive theater to empower underprivileged people in Latin America.  The goal of the program is to 
increase awareness of homelessness in our Nation’s capital. 
 
“We are fortunate to announce this new and unique partnership with Young Playwrights’ Theater that will helps us 
share with diverse audiences the untold stories of homelessness,”  said Jennifer Farland, Director of Community 
Relations for Fannie Mae.  “It’s important for the sustainability of our communities that we do not turn a blind eye or 
deaf ear to the homeless community, and this theatrical production helps give those who are homeless a voice. ” 
 
“We want people to recognize that homelessness is a more widespread problem than they may realize,” says Associate 
Artistic Director, Patrick Torres.  “You may be surprised by how many people in your own community are dealing with 
homelessness.”  
 
When the workshops are complete, Jost and Torres will combine them into a play, to be directed by YPT’s Producing 
Artistic Director David Snider and shared in YPT’s Express Tour, which visits schools, hospitals and community centers 
throughout greater Washington.  Over 5,000 people will see the play performed by professional actors.  The play and 
the entire Express Tour will be presented in a public showcase at GALA Hispanic Theatre November 3-6, 

2010.   

 
This project with Fannie Mae continues a YPT tradition of collaborating with theaters, museums, and other institutions 
to create timely works, highlighting the voices of DC students in some of Washington’s most prestigious venues.  YPT 



has collaborated with the Smithsonian Institution, the Holocaust Memorial Museum, the Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts and the White House Historical Association.   
 
“We are thrilled to work with Fannie Mae, and to become a part of their important work to increase awareness around 
issues of homelessness,” says YPT Producing Artistic Director, David Andrew Snider.  “Each year the Walkathon on the 
National Mall is an inspiring event and we’re so proud to become a part of their annual process.”  

 
Young Playwrights’ Theater teaches students to express themselves clearly and creatively through the art of 
playwriting.  Through interactive in-school and after-school programs, YPT activates student learning and inspires 
students to understand the power of language and realize their potential as both individuals and artists. By publicly 
presenting and discussing student-written work, YPT promotes community dialogue and respect for young artists. 
 
For more information, visit www.yptdc.org 
 
Fannie Mae’s Help the Homeless Program is a public awareness program that raises funds to support organizations 
working to prevent and end homelessness in the Washington, DC metropolitan area. The Help the Homeless 
Program also encourages volunteerism in service to the homeless and those at risk of becoming homeless.  Fannie 
Mae's Help the Homeless Program is the nation’s largest fund-raising effort focused on homelessness. In 2009, the 
DC metropolitan area came together to raise $5.8 million for 134 regional non-profit organizations serving people who 
are either homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.  More than 117,000 people raised funds through the Help the 
Homeless Walkathon on the National Mall, 657 community Mini-Walks, corporate sponsorships, and related activities. 
For more information visit: www.helpthehomelessdc.org 
 
For more information, visit www.helpthehomelessdc.org 
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